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Abstract: The objective of this research was to find out if 
there is a differences between the students who are tought 
by using mind mapping technique and the students who  
are tought by using conventional method to improve the 
students’ ability in writing descriptive text. The sample of 
this research were the second year students of SMA 2 
Indrajaya class XI IPA as experimental class and XI IPS as 
control class. Each classes consist of 23 students. to collect 
the data in this quantitative research, the researcher used a 
set of written test. The reaearcher used an analytic scoring 
to score the students’ writing both on the pre-test and post-
test to attain the reliability of the instrument. The result of 
students’ pre-test mean score of the experimental class was 
58,86 while the students’ post-test mean score was 68,0. 
The different mean score of t-test is 16,90. The students 
pre-test mean score in the controlled class was 61,73 and 
the students post-test mean score was 61,56, and the 
different mean score with t-test is 8,68. the significant 
effect was shown by students’ post-test mean score of 
experimental class which was treated by Mind Mapping 
Technique, it was greater than the students’ post-test  mean 
score of the controlled class which was not treated by Mind 
Mapping. This is indicated that the students score in 
experimental class is better than controlled class. This 
research can be concluded that the Mind-Mapping 
technique give better result on students’ writing descriptive 
text. The Mind Mapping have positive influences and very 
effective in mastering writing skill especially writing 
descriptive text. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Language is a means of 

communication that is used to 

transferinformation, to express ideas, and 

feelings from one person to another. It is 

used either in writtenform and in spoken 

form to communicate each other. 

Nowadays, English is the language that very 

important in this world because English is 

one of the most dominating language and 

the most commonly spoken language which 

is having impact on every field of work. 

Undoubtedly, English plays a great role in 

the world that is inevitable for people to 

ignore it fully. 

In addition to the approximately 400 

million people of the world speaking that 

language, there is always someone to 

practice with especially in travel, English 

also use in international business, 

predominantly world business in the 

financial hubs of UK and USA. Therefore, 

English is the business language and it has 

become almost a necessity for people to 

speak English if they are want to enter a 

global workforce. Not only in the business 

but also English is the language of the 

internet, most of content produced on the 

internet is in English. So knowing English 

will be allow you to access an incredible 
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amount of information which may not be 

otherwise available, selfie, hestagging, 

blogging, smasual, etc, all these words are 

new to English but have already become 

valued members of the lexicon. 

More than any other language, 

English continues to evolve and absorb the    

new words that branch-out often 

unstranslated into other language.            

Herbertson(2015) in his article said that 

more than 1000 new and approved words 

are added to the Oxford Dictionary. This is 

the great development in the result due to 

technology, social media and how people 

spontaneously use new words during daily 

life. English is also hugely important as an 

international language and plays an 

important part even in countries. It is 

learned as an principal foreign language and 

an essential part of the curriculum in the 

most schools all over the world. 

Furthermore, everybody who want to 

continue their study in post graduate and 

doctoral either in their country or abroad, 

they are expected to mastery the English 

previously for example, they must get the 

higher score of  TOEFL  that have been 

definite by the university, that is thefirst 

regulation to permit in the most university 

all over the world. 

Considering the importance above, 

Indonesian government has decided English 

to be a subject of school curricullum foreign 

language from elementary school until 

senior high school, and the students are 

demanded to mastery the four skills  in 

English  that are: listening and reading are 

called a receptive skill because the learner 

doesn’t need to produce language to do 

these, they receive and understand when 

they listen and they read.While writing and 

speaking are called productive skills 

because the learner must be able to produce 

language and they use the words that they 

have acquired then produce a message 

through speech or written text that they 

want share to others. Before they are able to 

use a word correctly and fully, they have to 

know quite about the words that they have 

locked in their brain. On the other word, the 

learners must express themselves in speech 

form and in writing form in the productive 

skills. 

As one of the language skills, writing 

plays significant role, because it helps 

students for example to know how to write 

letters, how to write several kind of text, 

how to put written reports, how to reply 

advertisement, how to write the use 

electronic media, etc, but in language class, 

writing is considered difficult skills because 

it is not just copying and pasting from the 

people’s text, but students demanded to 

have ability in organizing ideas into the 

target language. Writing is a complex 

activity because students should involve 

thinking skill andcreative skill in the writing 

process. Moreover, writing process is 

supported by complicated role, for example 

students have to know vocabularies, tenses, 

choosing appropriate vocabularies to 

arrange words into good sentences and to 

develop it into paragraph. Furthermore, 

students have to use a compatible tense to 

express an event in certain time. To create a 

good writing and to build students’ ability is 

not easy. In addition, students need support 

and guidance from the teacher. They also 

should practice a lot outside in classroom in 

order to improve their skill.  

Since writing is difficult language 

skill, some students face problem in 

learning writing, they made alot of mistake 

in the text that they had written, for example 

the English writing competence of the 

Indonesian students. Base on the research 

by Juanita Siahaan about students writing 

descriptive text at the tenth grade in 

Bandung, the result showed that students 

had low achievement because still confused  

in identifying the schematic structure of 

descriptive text and  less sense of English 

grammar. 

In Indonesian curriculum, base on 

standard competence in the syllabus of the 

second years of senior high school called 

educational unite oriented curriculum, 

students are demanded to be able to write 
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various types of text such as simple 

paragraph in descriptive and recount text. 

Some of writing components that have to be 

learned and understood by students is about 

of social function, schemetic structure and 

grammatical features in simple paragraph in 

descriptive text, it means students should be 

able to express meaningful ideas in term of 

functional and simple short essay to interact 

with the surrounding environment in the 

form of descriptive and recount text. 

That statement also sturdied by 

Anderson Mark and Anderson Kathy (1998) 

explained that a factual description 

describes a particular person, place or 

things. Its purpose is to tell about the subject 

by describing its features without including 

personal opinion. The grammatical features 

such as verbs in the present tense, adjectives 

to describe the features of the subject and 

topic sentence to begin paragraph and 

organize the various aspective the 

description. In short, students who are going 

to write simple paragraph in descriptive 

should be able to describe their purpose 

distinctly. 

The researcher have interviewed the 

English teacher at the second years of SMA 

2 Indrajaya, some point could be foundthat 

some students always got difficulties when 

they were asked to write in English. This 

problem causes by some causes, such as 

some students are lack of vocabulary to 

arrange sentence and organize ideas, some 

student were confused to express ideas into 

paragraph using target language because 

they were hesitant to do it. Moreover, did 

not know the tenses should be use,some 

students always got stuck then spent too 

much thinking because they did not have 

ideas, some students often felt dissatisfied 

with the teacher’s explanation then open 

google tranlate to contract sentences word 

by word, and some students were still 

confused in distinguishes the main idea 

from supporting details. The result showed 

that they score were under teacher’s 

expectation. 

Because of those reasons, English 

teacher need some innovation to encourage 

students in writing, to build the spirit of 

their students, to make the students enjoy 

and have fun through the material  and 

attractive strategy that they use in teaching. 

If the teacher are less creative  in teaching 

and students only listen to the teacher’s 

explanation, the teacher rarely used various 

media in teaching. Automatically, it 

influenced the atmosphere of the class, 

because of the fact that students were not 

very interested  in learning writing and 

getting a little understanding of the 

materials. The researcher believed that an 

appropriate strategy may help the teacher in 

learning and improving the students’ writing 

achievement. There are many affective  

strategies that can be used in learning 

writing, Mind Mapping Technique is one of 

them that allow to use in teaching writing 

especially descriptive text. 

Buzan Some adventages of using 

mind mapping in teaching writing skill are: 

help students brainstorm and explore any 

idea, concept or problem,facilitate better 

understanding of relationships and 

connection between idea and concept. Make 

it easy to communicate new idea and 

throughprocess. Help student take time and 

plan tasks. And make it easy to organize and 

concept 

Buzan (2003) argues that the students 

can learn in an interesting way in the usage 

of mind mapping, student not only use their 

left side of the brain to identify words but in 

the same time  they also use the right side of 

brain in learning language. They wil have 

opportunity to make some colorful pictures, 

lines, symbols or signs to help them 

remember thewords or the facts in their 

mind map. So, every students will not feel 

depressed in understanding the material. 

Therefore, to give escape of the 

problem that students face in writing skill, 

to give a new innovation in teaching writing 

and to contribute new findings at different 

level and grade of education, the researcher 

conduct a research about the use of concept 
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mapping to help the secondyears of senior 

high school students to generate ideas for 

writing descriptive paragraph. 

Base on the explanation above, the 

researcher was interested in conducting a 

research by the title “Improving the Ability 

of Students in Writing Descriptive Text by 

Using Mind Mapping (An Experimental 

Study at the Second Year Students of SMA 

2 Indrajaya)”. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 The research use quantitative 

method. Type of this study is an 

experimental research. Here, the researcher 

gave pre-test and post-test in two classes; 

experimental and controlled class, then the 

result was compared after and before 

treatment. In experimental class,the 

researcher gave a treatment by using Mind 

Mapping Technique for training students in 

learning writing descriptive text, whereas in 

controlled class students were thought 

without using Mind Mapping Technique. 

The researcher decided to select a class that 

was considered representative of the 

population and have same characteristics by 

interviewing the English teacher to see the 

quality of both classes.    

The population of this study are all 

students of the second year sof  SMA 2 

Indra Jaya. It is consisted of 6 classes and 

the total numbers of  them are 146 students.  

this number is very large to be researched. 

Therefore, the researcher selected them 

rendomly as the sample. The  sample of this 

study is the second year students of SMA 

Negeri 2 Indrajaya. The total number of 

sample are 46 students which is consisted of 

two class. They are 2 IPA and 2 IPS. The 

students of class 2 IPA are 23 students 

which consisted of 9 boys and 14 girls. The 

students of class 2 IPS are 23 students 

which consisted of 10 boys and 13 girls. 

The researcher  choosen class 2 IPA as 

experiment  class and 2 IPS as controlled 

class. 

To get the data related to the study the 

researcher was given  a test as the 

instrument because this research is an 

experimental research. The writing 

descriptive text test used a research 

instrument for both the pre-tesr and post-

test. The researcher ask the students to write 

a descriptive text base on the topic, such as 

“My Favorite Animal”. The students were 

asked to write their personal favorite animal 

in at least a short paragraph, collect the 

students’ task and scoring. 

In order to answer the research 

question that is to finding out the second 

year students’ ability at SMA Negeri 2 

Indrajaya in understanding writing in 

improving the ability of students in writing 

descriptive text by using mind mapping. In 

order to know the ability of the students, the 

writer uses the steps experimental data 

analysis with model pre-test and post-test 

that  designed by Arikunto (2009) as 

follows: 

1. Find out mean of pre-test score 

(O_1) 

2. Find out mean of post-test score 

(O_2) 

3. Account different mean score with t-

test formula as follow:  

 

t =  

Where: 

t = value t for correlation sample 

D ̅ = (difference), different between 

score of pre-test with post-test for 

each individual. 

D = Mean from different value (mean 

from D) 

D^2= square from D 

N = Total of subject 

 

Finding 

The research was conducted in SMA 2 

Indrajaya for three weeks. The research was 

conducted to two classes; experimental class 

and controlled class. Those classes are the 



 

Education Enthusiast: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Keguruan  
ISSN 2774-9916 (Print), 2745-603X (Online) 

 

Education Enthusiast: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Keguruan| Volume 1, Nomor 3, Desember 2021 145 

 

second years of SMA 2 Indrajaya that 

consisting of 23 students in each class. The 

material that was taught for the research was 

writing descriptive text. The pre-test was 

given to the students in the first meeting 

while post-test was given at the last meeting 

to both classes (experimental and controlled 

class) in order to know the students’ 

achievement before and after using Mind 

Mapping technique in learning writing 

descriptive text and without using Mind 

Mapping technique. 

The data of experimental class were 

controlled from the result of the students’ 

score of pre-test and post-test. Table 4.1 

below shows the description of the students’ 

score in the experimental class. 

 

Table 4.1 the whole score of tre-test and 

post-test of experimental class 
 STUDENTS’ 

NUMBER 

PRE-TEST POST-

TEST 

1. 001 67 75 

2. 002 75 86 

3. 003 46 50 

4. 004 47 59 

5. 005 49 60 

6. 006 71 78 

7. 007 70 80 

8. 008 56 64 

9. 009 65 74 

10. 010 74 79 

11. 011 75 85 

12. 012 55 63 

13. 013 34 46 

14. 014 60 65 

15. 015 47 60 

16. 016 40 50 

17. 017 66 73 

18. 018 50 59 

19. 019 59 68 

20. 020 66 77 

21. 021 63 70 

22. 022 57 70 

41 

 
 

The research was conducted in SMA 2 

Indrajaya for three weeks. The research was 

conducted to two classes; experimental class 

and controlled class. Those classes are the 

second years of SMA 2 Indrajaya that 

consisting of 23 students in each class. The 

material that was taught for the research was 

writing descriptive text. The pre-test was 

given to the students in the first meeting 

while post-test was given at the last meeting 

to both classes (experimental and controlled 

class) in order to know the students’ 

achievement before and after using Mind 

Mapping technique in learning writing 

descriptive text and without using Mind 

Mapping technique. 

The data of experimental class were 

controlled from the result of the students’ 

score of pre-test and post-test. Table 4.1 

below shows the description of the students’ 

score in the experimental class. 

 

Table 4.1 the whole score of tre-test and 

post-test of experimental class 

 
O1= 

1354

23
 = 58, 86    O2= 

1564

23
 = 68  

 
The whole score of pre-test and post-

test of experimental class 
NO STUDENTS’ 

NUMBER 

PRE-

TEST 

POST-

TEST 

D D2 

1. 001 67 75 12 144 

2. 002 75 86 11 121 

3. 003 46 50 4 16 

4. 004 47 59 12 144 

5. 005 49 60 11 121 

6. 006 71 78 7 49 

7. 007 70 80 10 100 

8. 008 56 64 8 64 

9. 009 65 74 9  81 

10. 010 74 79 5 25 

11. 011 75 85 10 100 

12. 012 55 63 8 64 

13. 013 34 46 12 144 

14. 014 60 65 5 25 

15. 015 47 60 13 169 

16. 016 40 50 10 100 

17. 017 66 73 8 64 

18. 018 50 59 9 81 

19. 019 59 68 9 81 

20. 020 66 77 11 121 

21. 021 63 70 7 49 

22. 022 57 70 13 169 

23. 023 62 73 11 121 

    214 ∑D2 =2153 
  
Mean D = (214) :23 = 9, 30D ̅ = 9, 30 

 

Table 4.1 show the students in the 

experimental class, their pre-test score and 

their past-tesr score. Base on the result of 
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pre-test in experimental class, it showed the 

highest score and the lowest score of 23 

students. In the pre-test it seen the highest 

score was 75, and the lowest score was 34. 

The mean score of pte-test was 58, 86. 

After pre-test had been conducted, 

treatment was given to the experimental 

class in six times through Mind Mapping 

Technique in learning descriptive text. The 

post-test was given to the students, In post-

test it seen that the mean score was improve, 

that was 68. The highest score was 86, and 

the lowest score was 46  obtained only by 

one students. It can be concluded that, there 

was a positive effect of using Mind 

Mapping Technique for student to learn 

writing descriptive text. 

 

Table 4.2 the whole score of pre-test and 

post-test of control class 

NO STUDENTS’ 

NUMBER 

PRE-

TEST 

POST-

TEST 

1. 001 57 66 

2. 002 47 55 

3. 003 70 65 

4. 004 56 40 

5. 005 68 58 

6. 006 81 77 

7. 007 49 59 

8. 008 55 53 

9. 009 70 83 

10. 010 47 46 

11. 011 51 54 

12. 012 34 38 

13. 013 74 65 

14. 014 77 74 

15. 015 78 75 

16. 016 60 67 

17. 017 65 59 

18. 018 61 70 

19. 019 57 60 

20. 020 86 82 

21. 021 70 75 

22. 022 58 56 

23. 023 49 39 

 

 

TOTAL 

MEAN 

1420 

= 61, 

73 

1416 

= 61, 

56 

O1= 
1420

23
 = 61, 73 O2= 

1416

23
 = 61, 56   

 
The whole score of pre-test and post-test of 

control class 
N

O 

STUDENT

S’ 

NUMBER 

PRE-

TEST 

POST

-

TEST 

D  

1. 001 57 66 9 81 

2. 002 47 55 8 64 

3. 003 70 65 -5 25 

4. 004 56 40 -10 100 

5. 005 68 58 -10 100 

6. 006 81 77 -4 -16 

7. 007 49 59 10 100 

8. 008 55 53 -2 4 

9. 009 70 83 13 169 

10. 010 47 46 -1 1 

11. 011 51 54 3 9 

12. 012 34 38 4 16 

13. 013 74 65 -9 49 

14. 014 77 74 -3 9 

15. 015 78 75 -3 9 

16. 016 60 67 7 49 

17. 017 65 59 -6 36 

18. 018 61 70 9 81 

19. 019 57 60 3 9 

20. 020 86 82 -4 16 

21. 021 70 75 5 25 

22. 022 58 56 -2 16 

23. 023 49 39 -10 100 

    14

0 

∑

1104 

Mean D = (140) :23 = 6, 08D ̅ = 6, 08 

 

Table 4.2 show the students in the 

control class, their pre-test scores their post-

test scores, and their gained score. Base on 

the result of pre-test in control class, it can 

be showed the highest score and the lowest 

score of 23 students. In the pre-test it seen 

the highest score was 86, and the lowest 

score was 38. The mean score of pte-test 

was 61,73. 

The scores above shows that 72 

students of second year students of SMA 

Negeri 2 Indrajaya got varieties scores, it 

showed the ability of the second year 

students in understanding English 

descriptive text also varieties. Base on the 

students scores mentioned above, the 

researcher would list all scores of students’ 

ability in understanding English descriptive 
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text. The score divided into two part that 

was the scores of experimental class and 

scores of control class. 

After the researcher list all scores of 

experimental class and control class in 

understanding English descriptive text,  the 

researcher formulated the criteria that 

suggested by Arikunto (2009) such as 

excellent, good, sufficient, insufficient, and 

bad. At experimental class only 2 students 

got excellent, 12 students got good,7 

students got sufficient, 3 students got 

insufficient, and there was no students got 

bad. Furthermore, at control class there was 

no students got excellent and got bad, in the 

other hand, there was 7 students got good, 

12 students got sufficient, 4 students got 

insufficient. 

Based on the table 4.1 and 4.2, we can 

conclude that the students’ score of 

experimental class is higher than control 

class. It also shows that the students of 

experimental class is more better than 

conrtol class in understanding English 

descriptive text by using Mind Mapping 

technique. From the statistical analysis, the 

writer could present some findings which 

were necessary to be discussed here. The 

analysis shows that the general hypothesis   

was positively supported by the data. The 

result of the study showed that the mind 

mapping technique was one effective 

method that had positive influences and 

very effective in mastering writing skill 

especially descriptive text. 

In accordance with the calculation 

shown in this chapter, we could see that in  

experimental the mean of pre-test score 

(O1) was 58,86, the mean of post-test score 

(O2) was 68, and the different mean score 

with t-test was 16,90. Furthermore in 

control class, the mean of pre-test score 

(O1) was 61,73, the mean of post-test score 

(O2) was 61,56, and the different mean 

score with t-test was 8,68. 

 

CONCLUTION 

Base on the result of data analysis, a 

major conclusion in drawn that there was a 

significant increase in learning writing 

descriptive text after being taught by using 

Mind Mapping Technique. It can be seen 

from t-test result which showed the mean 

score of post-test in experimental class 

which was taught by using Mind Mapping 

Technique is higher (15,65) than the mean 

score of pre-test (13,54). The t-table result 

of experimental class was (16,90) that was 

higher than t-table in control class namely 

(8,68). It can be concluded that the Mind 

Mapping Technique give influence to be use 

in learning writing descriptive  text. It is 

showed by students’ writing score after 

being given the treatment of Mind Mapping 

Technique were higher than before the 

treatment.  

Base on the conclusion above, the 

researcher would like to suggest that: 

1. Mind Mapping Technique should be 

used by English teachers, especially for 

senior high school students as an 

alternative technique in teaching writing 

since it has been proven that Mind 

Mapping Technique gives influence in 

learning writing skill. 

2. The students should be accustomed to 

using Mind Mapping Technique so that 

they will be easier to write the text and 

more interested in learning writing. The 

students have to practice a lot in order to 

enhance their skill in writing. 

3. The teachers and the students have 

significant roles in achieving their 

success in a subject so that it should be 

realized that learning have two ways 

process, not only teacher-centered but 

also students-center. In other words, the 

students should be more active in 

participating in the teaching-learning 

process. The students are also suggested 

to keep their motivation and improve 

their writing more intensive and 

seriously not only in the classroom but 

in the outside the classroom as well. 
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